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Education and Academic Qualifications
1999; Awarded Master of Philosophy, Queens University, Belfast – by research – Abundance and distribution of Common Seals (Phoca vitulina) in Strangford Lough.

1988-1989 Post Graduate Diploma Ecological Surveying at University of Ulster, Coleraine

1984 - 1987; Awarded BSc (Honours) Environmental Science at University of Ulster, Coleraine
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Career Summary

Over 17 years experience of managing sites for nature conservation in Northern Ireland, all obtained while working for Environment and Heritage Service, DoE (NI), Regional Operations, the functional unit responsible for the practical management and conservation of natural heritage sites in Northern Ireland.

June 2000 to Present – Regional  Conservation Manager (HSO) EHS, Regional Operations (Northern Region). Overseeing the management of 2 Countryside Centres, 2 Country Parks, 11 National Nature Reserves (NNRs), 36 State Care Monuments and the monitoring of 60 ASSIs, associated staff and resesources. The key function of the post is the site management and monitoring of protected sites. 

April 1999 to June 2000 - Warden (PTO) EHS, Regional Operations (Central Region) Lough Neagh and Lough Beg. Responsible for the monitoring and management of the nature conservation interest of 12 NNRs, 2 Wildfowl Refuges and ASSIs around Lough Neagh. 

March 1991 to April 1999 - Assistant Warden - EHS, Regional Operations (Southern Region) - East Down National Nature Reserves. Assisting with the planning and implementation of management projects to maintain and enhance the nature conservation on 11 NNRs and monitoring ASSI's in the region. 

May 1990 to March 1991 - Scientific Officer - EHS, Regional Operations (Western Region). Ecological surveys and making management recommendations on NNRs in Co. Fermanagh.
Additional Experience

2001 to present Part time Wildlife Inspector for DEFRA.

1992 to present Implemented and co-ordinate the Northern Ireland Seal Survey and manage the data file. 

1991 to 2003 Bat worker's licence through NI Bat Group. Monitoring and advising householders on the conservation of Bats.
MEMBERSHIP OF SOCIETIES

Member of the Northern Ireland Bat Group

Member of the Northern Ireland Countryside Staff Association

Scientific Papers

Montgomery-Watson J (1999) Common seal surveys Strangford Lough and County Down coast (trends in population). In Nolan, C (ed.) Common Seal Research and Management Workshop Proceedings, 26 Feb 1999 pp4-9 Strangford Lough Management Committee, Portaferry, Northern Ireland.

Wilson S & Montgomery-Watson J (2002) Recent changes in the pattern of harbour seal pupping in Co Down, north-east Ireland. The Irish Naturalists’ Journal Vol. 27 pp89
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